Plato, sociology and nursing.
Although sociology plays an increasingly important role in nurse education, many nurse learners are unable to assimilate sociological knowledge in relation to nursing practice. The relevance of sociology and its contribution to nursing is questioned and its usefulness is lost in a self-imposed web of confusion. Using the allegory of Plato's cave, I suggest that the root of the problem lies in the epistemology of nursing and the manner in which the culture of nursing is reproduced. From this premise, the use of seminar learning to dismantle the web will be discussed in this paper.